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madraspatana\ avaram bark (Cassia a^triculata\ deers' horns, tamarinds, gum, honey, soap-nuts, sheekoy (Acacia Gondnna), etc. The forests have been divided into blocks, and a certain place within each block has been selected for the forest depot. To this place the collecting agents, mostly Sholagas and Uralis, bring the produce, and there it is sorted and paid for by special supervisors appointed for the work.
In the Coimbatore district the Sholagas are said to collect honey from rocky crevices. The combs are much larger than those found on trees, and are supposed to contain twice as much wax in proportion to the honey. On the Nilgiri hills honey-combs are collected by Jen Kurumbas and Sholagas. The supply of honey varies according to the nature of the season, and is especially plentiful and of good quality when Strobilanthes Wightianus, S. Kunthiana, and other species are in flower.
It has been said that even wild beasts will scent a Sholaga, and flee before the aroma.
The Sholagas, who were examined by Dr. Rivers and myself, came to the conclusion that the object of our enquiry was to settle them in a certain place near London, and that the wools of different colours (used for testing colour vision) given to them for selection, were for tying them captive with. Others said that they could not understand why the different organs of their bodies were measured ; perhaps to reduce or increase the size of their body to suit the different works, which they were expected to do near London. It has been pointed out to me, as an interesting fact, that a similarity of idea concerning the modification of different organs to suit men for the doing of special work has been arrived at by the jungle folk, and by Mr. Wells in his book,